
A large and rare cameo glass plafonnier by Émile Gallé (1846 -
1904)

£18,000
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REF: 6047 

Height: 72 cm (28.3") 

Diameter:  54 cm (21.3") 

Description

The large cameo glass bowl with sprawling fronds decoration in orange on a pale yellow ground,
suspended from the original arms and splaying ceiling rose.

Signed Gallé. 

France, circa 1925

This model illustrated in Gallé Lamps, Alistair Duncan and Georges de Bartha, Antique Collectors' Club,
1998. Pg. 222, Plate 9.187

Condition: In wonderful original condition. Rewired and PAT tested for the UK

Gallé was a prestigious innovator of decorative Art Nouveau glass, who founded the École de Nancy design
movement.

He studied philosophy, sculpture, drawing and natural science in Nancy and then in Weimar, Germany,
before joining the family glass and faience business. In his spare time he became an accomplished botanist
and plant collector, a passion reflected in his designs.

Preparing to inherit the family business, at the age of 20 he was apprenticed to the Burgun and Schwerer
glass factory in Meisenthal, where he studied the chemistry of glass production. This proved pivotal in the
subsequent direction of Gallé glass, with significant advancements in the challenging techniques of both
cased and cameo glass.

After fighting in the Franco-Prussian War in 1870/1, he travelled through Europe before establishing his
own workshop at the glass factory in Nancy, gradually taking over design and production from his father.

In 1877 he took over the company, expanding the business to include furniture making. By 1899 his
worldwide success was considerable, still with the maxim of using only real flowers and plants as design
inspiration, thus accounting for his very distinctive, fluid and natural designs.

In 1885 Gallé opened his first shop in Paris, followed by others in Frankfurt and London. He took part in
international exhibitions, including the 1900 Paris Exposition Universelle, at the height of his fame, where
he was awarded two Grand Prix, a gold medal and the title of Légion d'honneur.

It was in the following year that he founded the École de Nancy, with the glassmaker Antonin Daum,
furniture maker Louis Majorelle and architect and furniture designer Eugène Vallin as Vice Presidents.
Gallé had many distinguished patrons, including the Rothschilds, and his work was, and still is, bought by
museums and private collectors throughout the world.
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